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BY DUDLEY DAWSON
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THE CHEOY LEE BRAVO 88 ILLUSTRATES THE NEXT STAGE OF
EVOLUTION FOR THIS BUILDER.
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A NUMBER OF YACHT BUILDERS INCLUDE
THE WORD SHIPYARD IN THEIR CORPORATE

name, but few are truly shipyards. Many
are yacht yards; others are simply factories
building floating widgets. Cheoy Lee is
different, and a quick look at its portfolio of
deliveries,including more than 5,000 yachts
and commercial vesselssince 1870, confirms
thisfact. Itisfrom thiswide diversity of craft,
large and small, that the Cheoy Lee Bravo
88 emerges. Andit’s soon clear thatthe com-
pany is driven by design and engineering.

The design, in this case, comes from MG
Burvenich Yacht Design in Florida. Mike
Burvenichworked with thelate Tom Fexasfor
many years, creating yachts for a number of
builders and private clients. Alicensed profes-
sional engineer and graduate naval architect,
he also worked for Gibbs & Cox of SS United
States tame, designing U.S. Navy destroyers,
so the depth and breadth of his expertise are
agood match to Cheoy Lee’s.

For the Bravo 88 hull, Burvenich started
with a fine entry and steep deadrise forward,
reminiscent of many Fexas hulls, but then
warped the bottom into a
relatively flat 14-degree aft
deadrise. That’s not the full
story, however. Burvenich says
his goal was “to develop areally
seaworthy hull that’s also very
efficient.” Knowing that most
yachtsspend farmore time at cruise speed than
at wide-open throttle, he wisely aimed to max-
imize the efficiency at a fast cruise, around 20
knots, rather than at the top end of nearly 27
knots. To accomplish that, and tokeep running
trim below 3 degrees, he incorporated broad

“running flats,” essentially lower chines that
widen to about 2 feet 9 inches aft.

Although Burvenich handled most of
the engineering as well as the hull design,
the structural engineering was developed
in conjunction with composite specialist
Gurit, formerly SP-High Modulus, of New
Zealand. The firm is involved with every-
thing from milking machines toice hockey
equipment, butis especially well-known for
itsexpertise in yachtand military-craftcon-
struction, the common denominator being
the highest of high-tech composites.
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The 88's master and
VIP are each fullbeam and
finished to the same
luxurious specs — with
vanities and lounging areas
and the same flawless
joinery found throughout
therest of the yacht.

The exterior styling was also completed
by Burvenich, working in conjunction with
Cheoy Lee’s staff. Burvenich refers to it as

“traditional style with contemporary flair”
and says he hopesitwillsomeday earn the title
of “timeless.” The interior design was carried
outby Sylvia Bolton Design of Seattle, and it
isanice match to Burvenich’s exterior: stylish
and modern without being stale or faddish.

Such first-rate teams are not unusual for
superyacht projects, for which the added
expense of hiring strong talent can be jus-
tified by the final product’s price tags, but
credit must be given to Cheoy Lee for bring-
ing thislevel of talentto bear on the Bravo 88.
Partof that fiscal magic comes from sticking
with the same team for the entire Bravo series,
which includes models ranging from 65 to
95 feet. There’s also a 103-foot trideck yacht
in the works.

Keeping the team together and focused
on a particular series provides flexibility in
accommodating semicustom requests from

owners. For instance, the

mold for the Bravo 88 can
actually yield hulls of various
lengths up to 92 feet. There
are also many options for the
interior arrangement. Cheoy
Lee and Burvenich have
already met with a client to discuss a version
of the vessel that rearranges the stairways
and staterooms, allowing a private entrance
to the master suite, a much-desired feature
normally found only on much larger yachts.

Theprivate entranceisnot the only feature
that reminds one of larger yachts. Bolton is
the talent behind the interior design of Mazu,
a 151-foot Cheoy Lee with a distinctive red
hull [ YACHTING, February 2013], and other
large custom yachts. It is not always easy to
scale down big-boat details into a smaller
package, but Bolton seems to have mastered
the task handily with the Bravo 88.

Entering the salon from the aft deck, it’s
tough to pause for alook at the gently curved
and tasteful arrangement of seating and
tablesbecause of the stunning dining areajust
beyond. There, the forward bulkhead seemsto
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es plus a bilevel island wrapped in glossy joinery and topped with marble create a galley that's functional and B_g
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"BURVENICH HAS ACHIEVED HIS GOAL
OF WHAT WILL SURELY BECOME A TIMELESS LOOK.”

glow with an inner luminescence, the chan-
delier above the table demands a prolonged
gaze upward, and the table itself is a mas-
terpiece of the woodworker’s art, with the
prominently striped grain configured in four
perfectly matched panels set at right angles.

The luxury continues belowdecks, where
it’s difficult to distinguish between the VIP
(forward) and master stateroom (aft, adja-
cent to the engine room). Both are finished
to the same high level, with touches such
as raised-vessel sinks, vanities and lounges
for private relaxation. Each benefits from a
full-beam configuration with two large and
elongated portlights per side, and as on the
main deck, the joinery is immaculate. The
master stateroom has a king berth and a full-
beam, double-vanity bath, while the VIP
features a queen berth and smaller head.

Fouradditional guestsare accommodated
inatwin-berthstateroomtoportand another
queen-berthstateroomatthe bow, each with
ensuite bath. Although thereisnaturallyless
space here, there is no justification for any
guest feeling slighted, because the high level
of finish and outfitting is consistent with the
largerstaterooms. The guestfoyeralso houses
a Whirlpool washer and dryer.

range and trash compactor. There is a bilevel
island at the center that serves admirably for
both casual and formal occasions.

Adjacent to the day-head, an interior
spiral stairway leads to the flying bridge,
which canalsobereachedviaastraightstair
from the aft deck. Extended to cover the aft
deckfully, the top deckishuge. There’sroom
foratender, craneandhottubaft, with space
to spare. Under the fixed hardtop forward
are the centerline helm with companion
seat to port, an oversize L-shaped dinette
abaftthe companionseatand, to starboard,
afully equipped snack bar with three seats.

The hardtop, by the way, blends nicely
with the remainder of the Bravo 88’s super-
structure. Too often, such large tops look like
afterthoughts, and unfortunately they are,
marring an otherwise attractive profile. Not
so here: Burvenich has achieved his goal of
what will surely become a timeless look.

Burvenich and Cheoy Lee have also
achieved their goal regarding performance at
sea. During my time aboard, I didn’t have a
lot of weather to contend with, but the behav-
ior of the Bravo 88 was exemplary. I took the
helm from Capt. Rawleigh Tremain for an
extended period, runningin aslight chop near

the Gulf Stream off Fort Lauderdale, and the
yachthandily answered every command. No
problems at all, but then, I didn’t expect any
from a yacht carrying such a pedigree.

If you’re looking for a cruising motor-

The Bravo 88’s crew have two cabins
abaft the engine room, with a double berth
to starboard and upper/lower singles to port.
The crew cabins share a centerline head

TEST CONDITIONS:

Speeds were measured by GPSinthe
Atlantic Ocean off Fort Lauderdale,
Florida, in one- to two-foot seas with no
wind and 30-foot water depth and with
50 percentfuel, 90 percentwater and
five people aboard. Fuel consumption
was measured with the Caterpillar
electronic engine-monitoring system.
Sound levels were measured at the lower
helm with doors and windows closed.

and shower, as well as a small crew mess and
dinette. Thisareaalso providesaconvenient yacht, the Bravo series should definitely
entrance to the engine room, where the twin be included on your short list of candi-
Caterpillarshave excellentaccess allaround. dates. If you’re more of a sport yacht fan,

Back on the main deck, the space forward
of the dining area is shared by a lower helm
and day-head to starboard, and a galley with
raised L-shaped dinette to port. The galley; like 550 6.1 6.0 55
so much else aboard the Bravo 88, is impres- 900 9.3 19.0 59

. . . . 1200 12.2 38.0 60
sive for its level of finish and outfitting. The S e R o

have a look at Cheoy Lee’s Alpha series;
for larger motoryachts, the Global series;
G s GA e for long-range displacement yachts, the
Serenity series; and for round-the-world
expeditions in unmatched style and ulti-

mate single-engine economy, the Marco

suite of GE Monogram stainless-steel appli- 1800 203 1130 66 Polo series, of which Mazu is a part. And
ancesincludesalarge refrigerator/freezer unit, 2100 252 177.0 69 if you're starting to think Cheoy Lee has
dishwasher, oven, microwave, four-burner 2230 269  199.0 71 something for everyone, join the club.

SPECIFICATIONS:
LOA:88'11" BEAM: 22'6" DRAFT:
55" (full load) DISPL.: 175,000 Ib. (full
load) FUEL: 3,000 gal. WATER: 855
gal. DEADRISE: 14 degrees ENGINES
(std.): 2x 1,146 hp Caterpillar C18
ACERT diesels ENGINES (tested):
2x1,700 hp Caterpillar C32 ACERT
diesels PRICE: Upon request
-

It's only one line in the
Bravo 88 construction
specifications: “Integral
fiberglass fuel, fresh
water and holding tanks,
with baffles and man-
holes.” But there's history
behind that line of type.
In the late 1970s, when

and production motor-
yachts for a multitude

of builders around the
world, including Cheoy
Lee, he proposed to
several of the fiberglass
builders that they con-
sider using integral tanks
rather than the indepen-

all, steel and aluminum
yachts had integral tanks,
and there were a number
of significant advantages
that the fiberglass build-
ers were missing out on.
Integral tanks provide
much more capacity
than independent tanks

resultin a lighter boat,
since the tank structure
is also the hull bottom
structure. Cheoy Lee
was the first builder to
embrace Hargrave's
suggestion. The com-
pany knew there was
some risk — pioneers,

planning, extensive initial
testing and upgrades

to its quality-control
procedures, Cheoy Lee
implemented the use of
integral fiberglass tanks.
Asuccess in the first boat,
the configuration contin-
ues to benefit Cheoy Lee

- = Jack Hargrave's office denttanks thatwerethen  fora given boatsize itis said, gatherall the owners today, 30-plus
ﬁ . was designing custom almost universal. After and configuration and arrows — but with careful  yearslater.— D.D.
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